


2000 
FEBRUARY 10 
2115 HOURS 


10 MINUTES 
BEFORE 
LAUNCH 


FINAL 
CHECKS 
COMPLETE 
PRE- ff 
LAUNCH IS 
GOOD TO 
60. 





THE SOLID 
ROCKET BOOSTERS, 
COMMON CORE 
BOOSTER, AND 
PAYLOAD FAIRING. 
WILL BE JETTISONED 
ONCE ARAHATO EXITS 
THE ATMOSPHERE. 


THEY 
SAID THIS: 
WILL SAVE 
FUEL AND 
ENSURE A 

FASTER 

TRIP. 


AE PERSONNEL 
LOADED ARAHATO 
INTO THE PAYLOAD 

FAIRING OF A 
HEAVILY MODIFIED 
ATLAS ROCKET. 





WELT DIDN'T 
SAY AWORD 
WHEN WE 
ENTERED THE 
COMMAND 
MODULE. 





THOUGH 
| THE SILENCE 
FELT TERRIBLE, 
I WAS AFRAID 
TO BREAK IT 
AS WELL. 


YELLOWSTONE 
TO LAUNCH: 
YOU'RE CLEAR 
TO START THE 


COUNTDOWN 
SEQUENCE @&® 


ACTIVATE 
FLIGHT 
RECORDERS 
AND AUTO- 
CONTROL 
SYSTEMS. 


GUIDANCE 
CONTROLS. 


DYNAMIC. 
FLIGHT 
CONTROLS. 











72 


NY 


YELLOWSTONE 
TO LAUNCH, YOU 
HAVE COMMAND. 
SS 
copy. 
WE'RE AT 
T-4 MINUTES. 
AEROSURFACE 
PROFILE AND 
MAIN ENGINE 
GIMBAL ARE 
GOOD TO 
GO. 


LAUNCH 
PAD SOUND 


SUPPRESSION 
ACTIVATED. seconds 


a 





IGNITION 
SEQUENCE 
START. 


MAIN ENGINE 
H2 BURNOFF 
SYSTEM 
ACTIVATED. 








NY 


7) 














STANDBY 
2 FOR MODE 
- —— ONE CHARLIE*. 
¥ a MARK, 
LooKs 
GOOD, FLIGHT. | “/__» 
YOU'RE GO FOR 
STAGING. 
———. 
» 
N a 
SOLID 
ROCKET H 
BOOSTERS j 
AWAY. <r 
(rE. 
REPARE — 
TO JETTISON \ u 
PAYLOAD 
WE HAVE 
FAIRING. =| IGNITION. 


ALTITUDE 
REACHED. 


STANDBY FOR 
2ND STAGING, 
YELLOWSTONE. 


+, RS 





*MODE ONE CHARLIE: MODE 1¢: A LAUNCH ABORT MODE FROM AN ALTITUDE OF 305 KM ONWARDS. 


PAYLOAD 
FAIRING 
AWAY. 








ARAHATO 
IS CLEAR 
AND ON 
ITS OWN. 





7 
AHARATO 
IS NOW IN 
ORBIT. 


7. 


GODSPEED, 


GENTLEMEN. 


THE LAUNCH 
WAS SHAKY 

AND VIOLENT. 
IT ENDED 
WHEN DR 
EINSTEIN 


SENT US HER 
MESSAGE. 


WE HAVE 
IGNITION. 


KY 





= LNEVER GAVE 
: EARTH MUCH 
THOUGHT WHEN 












I STOOD UPON 
BUT WHEN T HER SURFACE. 
LOOKED AT 
HER FROM 
ABOVE... 








I BEGAN TO 
APPRECIATE 
HER BEAUTY, 
SERENITY, AND 
MYSTERIOUS 
NATURE. 


THE SIGHT 
MADE ME FEEL 
INSIGNIFICANT, 
SMALL, AND 
WEAK. 


THEN IT 
IGNITED 
SOMETHING 
IN MY CHEST. 
MY HEART 
POUNDED 
FURIOUSLY. 





I HEARD A VOICE 
IN MY MIND: 

























WELT AND I 
TALKED ABOUT 
ALOT OF 
THINGS WHILE 
WE FLEW TO 
THE MOON. 














BOTH OF 
US RAN AWAY 
FROM HOME 

WHEN WE 

WERE KIDS, 





HE'S REALLY 
INTO HISTORY 
AND OLD 
PEOPLE 









I'M INTO 
ANIME AND 
MECHA STUFF. 


ONE OF THE 
WORST JOBS 
ON THE 
PLANET. 


PRODUCER OF 
MY FAVORITE 
ANIME SERIES 
ARAHATO. 





WE TALKED 
ABOUT NEARLY 
EVERYTHING IN 
THAT 48-HOUR 

FLIGHT. 


EVERYTHING 
EXCEPT FOR 
THE ONE 
THING THAT 
ACTUALLY 
MATTERED 


WHICH OF 
His TWO 
PLANS WILL 


TO CARRY 
Our. 








OUR 
FLIGHT WAS 
ABOUT TO 
END. 


